CHAPTER VII

THE CONSTRUCTIVE REVOLUTIONARY

We have seen that after giving up his Vedantic
studies, Vijaykrishna got himself admitted to the Medical
College, Calcutta. As he read in the Bengali section of
that College, he did not see why Religion should regard
Science as its traditional enemy. The study of science
in those days might have troubled the optimistic surface-
theism of many of his friends, but working through pure
reason, he soon concluded that God is also the 'Yes' of
the new world. He stood at a position at which Science
meets Religion half-way. To a world, gradually becoming
more and more charged with scientific thought, and more
particularly to that great city where the Eastern and
Western wares lay jumbled together, this truth-intoxicated
youth, therefore, came as an embodiment of creative
revolutionism. 'Veni creator spiritus/ He thought that
there was absolutely no reason why the narrow devotee
should timidly close the shutters of the cell. For himself,
he would tear off. the swaddling clothes, scrape the blinkers
of prejudice from the soul, and be drawn to rather than
be wrapped by, the new influences at work. Even if the
other Sadhakas would fight shy, our beautiful ephebe could
not. Said he, let a dense atheist, not to be fooled into
religion, read Anatomy and he will believe. He will be
carried beyond the backwashes and imperfections of the
mere intellect. Vijaykrishna treated the doubters with
laughing good sense, for, he knew that ultimately they
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